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AIPM Transparency Report – Methodological Note 

Abbott Laboratories, Established Pharmaceuticals Division (“Abbott”) 
 

This methodological note sets out assumptions made in collecting, aggregating, and reporting the 2015 calendar year 

transparency data reported pursuant to the Association of International Pharmaceutical Manufacturers (“AIPM”) Code of 

Practice.   

General Summary of Data 
 

The report was initially posted to http://abbott-russia.ru/disclosure/ on June 29, 2016.  Modifications may be made from 

time to time in the event that any HCP withdraws consent for the publication, or an update to the data is needed.    

 

The report includes data for HCPs and HCOs who consented to publication, as well as for those who did not, in the 

relevant sections of the reporting template.  *   

 

With regard to consent to publication, we did not have situations where HCPs requested to revoke consent for a portion of 

the transactions but report other transactions.  In addition, some of HCPs who initially consented to publication revoked 

their consent during the data review stage.   

* In the early stages of preparation for disclosure, some agreements for event funding contained confidentiality clauses that limited disclosure.  

In each case, we contacted the scientific organizer and asked that they agree to disclosure, as well as provide the amount of benefit received or 

attributable to the HCO(s) for which they organized the event.  In cases where the scientific organizer did not agree to disclosure, the amounts 

and counts are provided here in the aggregate. 

 

http://abbott-russia.ru/disclosure/
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Consent and Data Privacy 

Russian legislation on processing personal data applies to processing data related to the payment or transfer of value.  

According to the legislation, the consent of the subject is required to process the data, and the subject may withdraw 

consent at any time.  

The Russian Federal Law of 27.07.2006 N 152-FZ "On personal data", has been taken into account when disclosing HCP 

payments or transfers of value.  Under this Law, personal data is any information relating directly or indirectly to the 

identified or identifiable natural person (personal data subject).  Accordingly, consent must be obtained to process 

personal data related exclusively to individuals.  

 

Definitions 

Products 
The AIPM Code excludes from the obligation to disclose transfers of value all such transfers that are related to over-the-
counter pharmaceutical products, and to non-pharmaceutical products.  Abbott markets many pharmaceutical products 
that have both prescription and over-the-counter dosages, and it was not feasible to apportion expenditures in a manner 
that excluded funds associated with non-prescription products. Transfers of value related to non-pharmaceutical 
products are excluded from the AIPM Code disclosures. 
 
Healthcare Professionals 
Healthcare Professionals (HCP) are defined as in Section 1 of the AIPM Code:  Doctors and other healthcare professionals, 
heads of medical organizations, pharmaceutical professionals (including pharmacists), heads of pharmacy organizations, 
and other specialists the professional activity of which is concerned with pharmaceutical products and who in the process 
of their professional activity have the right to prescribe, recommend, purchase, supply, or administer professional 
products. 
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Healthcare Organizations  
Healthcare Organizations (HCOs) are defined as in Section 1 of the AIPM Code:  Any legal entity (i) that is a healthcare, 

medical, pharmaceutical or scientific association or organization (irrespective of the legal or organizational form) such as 

a hospital, clinic, foundation, university or other teaching institution (except for patient organizations) whose business 

address, place of incorporation or primary place of operation is in Russia, or (ii) which provides services through one or 

more healthcare professionals 

VAT/Other Tax Treatment 

Amounts paid to HCPs as fees for services and consultancy presented in the report are inclusive of Personal Income tax 

and non-inclusive of other social taxes. 

Amounts paid to HCOs are inclusive of VAT where applicable. 

Currency 

Any travel agency payments that were for the purchase of travel in other currencies were charged to Abbott in Russian 

Rubles at Central Bank of Russia rate as of the date the payment was made. 

For the research and development funding apportioned by Abbott’s global organization, the conversion was calculated on 

January 1, 2016 and on that date, the average 2015 EUR/RUR rate of the Central Bank of Russia was 67,9915 Rub. 

Determination of HCP/HCO Expenses 

HCP expenses 

The registration fees and travel expenses reported as having been received by HCPs under the “Contribution to Costs of 

Events” section were provided in-kind through travel agencies or technical organizers.   
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Travel and accommodation expenses related to the attendance of events and relevant to service contracts with HCPs are 

reported under the “Contribution to Costs of Events” section.  

HCO expenses 

The amounts under the “Contribution to Costs of Events” section reported as having been received directly by an HCO as 

well as those that were provided in their entirety to third-party technical organizers acting on behalf of the HCO; in this 

case the HCO received none of the actual funding but were defined as final beneficiary.  All the funding was used by the 

technical organizers to hold scientific or medical educational events, including renting facilities etc.   The fees of the 

technical organizers to perform the work may be included in the amounts listed. 

Determination of R&D Aggregate Amount 

Research and development transfers of value are defined in Section I of the AIPM Code as follows:  Transfers of value to 

healthcare professionals or healthcare organizations related to the planning or conduct of (i) pre-clinical studies; (ii) 

clinical trials; or (iii) post-registration observation (non-interventional) studies that are prospective in nature and that 

involve the collection of patient data from or on behalf of individual, or groups of, healthcare professionals specifically for 

the study. 

The amount reported consists of annual amount from relevant budgetary accounts at the affiliate level, and an 

apportioned amount from the global organization. 

Reporting Period 
 

The reporting period was determined by the date of payment, not by the date of the activity or services.   

For Grants, Donations, and Fees:  The reporting period was determined using date of payment by Abbott. 
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For Registration Costs:  The reporting period was determined using date of payment by Abbott to travel agency/technical 

organizer.  

For Travel:  The reporting period was determined using date of payment by Abbott to the travel agency/technical 

organizer (not date of travel).  

 

Conflict of Interest 

Abbott confirms its commitment to the principle that interactions of a pharmaceutical company with HCPs should not 

result in a conflict of interest for the HCPs, in particular between their professional obligations and personal interests. 

 


